Department of State – Embassy of the United States, Bishkek, The Kyrgyz Republic
Notice of Funding Opportunity


Program Office:  			Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy, Bishkek
Funding Opportunity Title: 	Democracy Commission Small Grants Program 
Announcement Type: 		Grant or Cooperative Agreement
Funding Opportunity Number: 	STATE-BISHKEK-PAS-20-0003
Deadline for Applications: 		May 10, 2020 (11:59 p.m. Bishkek Time)
CFDA: 	19.900 – Assistance to Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

CONTACT INFORMATION
For assistance with the requirements of this solicitation, contact Democracy Commission Team at the U.S. Embassy in Bishkek by email at BishkekProjectProposals@state.gov
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A. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy to the Kyrgyz Republic is pleased to announce funding is available through the Embassy’s Democracy Commission Small Grants Program. This program supports the development of Country’s democratic institutions and civil society by competitively awarding small grants to nonprofit, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and associations, to nonprofit civil society organizations (CSOs), and to independent local media organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Background:  

The Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy to the Kyrgyz Republic is soliciting project proposals from civil society and independent media organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic that focus on one of the priority areas specified below. Applicants should pay close attention to the Public Affairs Section’s goals, priority program areas, target audiences, and geographic locations when developing their proposals.
 
This program will be funded under the Foreign Assistance Act authorization.  All programming is subject to the statutory limitations of the funding determined. 

Priority themes:
1. Advancing Business Empowerment and Social Entrepreneurship*:
a. Problem Statement: To support efforts in achieving economic prosperity for the Kyrgyz Republic, the Public Affairs Section seeks to fund organizations that strengthen entrepreneurship and small business development, including the development of necessary skills. 
b. Goal:  Entrepreneurs and small businesses owners have the knowledge and tools they need to make their businesses successful.
c. Target beneficiaries: potential entrepreneurs and small business owners, marginalized and underrepresented groups and vulnerable populations.
d. Examples include but are not limited to: 
· Projects that advance economic independence, business empowerment, and sustainable development.
· Projects to support business resilience against public health crises such as: 
· Programs that educate entrepreneurs and small business owners use social media platforms for sales and marketing; provide access to and training on online digital resources for faster communication and engagement;
· Increasing capacity of entrepreneurs in developing business continuity and contingency plans to address risk minimization and resource optimization as well as supporting government response through innovative partnerships;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Building public-private partnerships for strengthening rural women entrepreneurship development. 
· Projects that support business that serve marginalized groups, underrepresented groups, and vulnerable populations to improve the business climate (*excludes commercial activity or specific businesses/startups):
· Such as a hackathon to develop apps that respond to a community’s needs;
· Programs that help vulnerable populations communicate a market need to  relevant entrepreneurs and businesses.
2. Promoting Democratic Institutions: 
a. Problem Statement: To achieve a more democratic, well-governed and stable Kyrgyz    Republic through public engagement, advocacy for democratic freedoms and mutual accountability between citizens and government
b. Goal: Strengthening of democratic institutions in Kyrgyz Republic, including increasing the participation and representation of citizens from all different backgrounds in civic life.
c. Target beneficiaries: NGOs, research organizations, watchdog groups, and existing civic society groups.
d. Examples include but are not limited to: 
· Projects to promote good governance, government transparency including citizen understanding of public finance.
· Projects to advance human rights and rule of law, promoting legal reform, and judicial independence.
· Projects to promote increased participation by informed citizens in the democratic process, including through effective advocacy, education of voters about policies and processes.
· Projects to further civic action on environmental issues. 
· Projects to protect the rights of vulnerable populations during public health crises such as: 
· Building partnership and increasing capacity of stakeholders (LSG, state agencies, civil society) to effectively respond to public health crisis;
· Developing strategies and coping mechanisms during emergency situations to establish public confidence and promote citizen vigilance;
· Increasing awareness of vulnerable communities on preventive measures and ensuring access to credible information.  

3. Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism (P/CVE)
a. Problem Statement: To support efforts of civil society in preventing and countering violent extremism and radicalization by promoting peacebuilding, mitigating conflict, and countering extremist narratives.  
b. Goal: Engage civil society in building effective partnerships to increase community resilience against radicalization and violent extremism.
c. Target beneficiaries: vulnerable youth and women, potential migrants, religious leaders, local influencers, activists and community leaders.
d. Examples Include but are not limited to: 
· Projects on civic education and participation as well as effective messaging and public awareness campaigns on negative consequences of extremist groups and providing positive alternative ideas.
· Projects promoting peace and tolerance, facilitating interfaith and intergroup dialogue, and working with vulnerable communities to increase their civic participation in public life through promotion of human rights and democratic principles, and build resilience to extremism ideologies.
·  Projects promoting critical skills development and enhancing digital and media literacy to help vulnerable groups make informed decisions when presented with different sources of media content.

4: Countering Gender-Based Violence (GBV):*
a. Problem Statement: To strengthen civil society organizations to advocate effectively for greater respect of and attention to human rights of vulnerable groups.

b. Goal: Strengthen civil society efforts in preventing and responding to gender based violence.

c. Target Beneficiaries: marginalized and at-risk minorities, vulnerable groups, victims of gender based violence.
 
d. Examples Include but are not limited to: 
· Projects to educate rural communities on measures to counter gender-based violence.
· Projects to provide victims of gender-based violence with the avenues for economic self-sufficiency.
· Projects providing legal support to victims, and awareness-raising projects on GBV and support programs available to victims of GBV (*excludes social services and infrastructure projects).

Projects NOT funded by the Democracy Commission include:
· Projects that support partisan political activity
· Conferences abroad or individual trips abroad
· Charitable activity or humanitarian aid
· Fundraising campaigns
· Art or cultural projects 
· Medical and scientific research
· Projects that duplicate existing projects  
· Construction projects 
· Projects that will last more than 12 months  
B. [bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION 

Funding Instrument Type:  Cooperative Agreement or Grant
Anticipated period of performance:  Up to 12 months 
Floor of Award Amounts: $10,000
Ceiling of Award Amounts:  $50,000
Number of Anticipated Awards: 10-15

The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy to the Kyrgyz Republic reserves the right to award less or more than the funds described in the absence of worthy applications or under such other circumstances as it may deem to be in the best interest of the U.S. Government.

C. [bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy to the Kyrgyz Republic administers the Democracy Commission Small Grants Program.  This program supports the development of democratic institutions and civil society by competitively awarding small grants to nonprofit, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and associations, to nonprofit civil society organizations (CSOs), and to independent local media organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic. State bodies are encouraged to partner with NGOs to submit applications. American or other donor country organizations or individuals are not eligible for grants under this program. Current Democracy Commission grant recipients may not apply for funding; open grants must be closed before new applications can be considered. The maximum grant award is $50,000, though the average grant award is less than $25,000.  

Previous grant experience should be documented in the organization’s proposal. Organizations should submit a copy of their certificate of registration from the appropriate government organization.

Cost Sharing or Matching
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Cost Sharing is not a requirement of this opportunity.

D. [bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Application Deadline: All applications must be received by May 10, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. Bishkek Time. This deadline is firm and is not a rolling deadline. If organizations fail to meet the deadline noted above their application will be considered ineligible and will not be considered for funding. 

Applications must be submitted in English along with a Russian or Kyrgyz version, and final grant agreements will be concluded in English. Budgets must be submitted in U.S. dollars and final grant agreements will be conducted in U.S. dollars. 

Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement will not be considered.

Application Submission Process: 

· Submission Method:  Submitting all application materials directly to the following email address: BishkekProjectProposals@state.gov. Applicants opting to submit applications via email to BishkekProjectProposals@state.gov must include the Funding Opportunity Title and Funding Opportunity Number in the subject line of the email. 

The following documents are required:
1. Application form - project proposal should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do. 
2. Budget Proposal - applicants must submit a detailed budget and budget narrative justification utilizing the template provided. Line item expenditures should be listed in the greatest possible detail. Budgets shall be submitted in U.S. dollars and final grant agreements will be conducted in U.S. dollars.
3. Theory of Change
4. Copy of NGO registration

Applications are due no later than May 10, 2020 11.59 p.m. Bishkek Time. 

E. [bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt] 	REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS

The U.S. Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic Selection Panel consisting of representatives from U.S. government agencies will review submitted proposals. Once the application process is over, it may take up to four months to complete the review and approval process. The Democracy Commission reserves the right to reject applications for any reason.  

Evaluation Criteria:
Each application will be evaluated and rated on the basis of the evaluation criteria outlined below:

· Quality and Feasibility of the Program Idea – 25 points: The program idea should be innovative and well developed, with sufficient detail about how project activities will be carried out. The proposals should demonstrate originality and outline clear, achievable objectives. The proposal includes a reasonable implementation timeline. The project scope is appropriate and clearly defined.

· Organizational Capacity and Record on Previous Grants – 10 points:
· The project proposal demonstrates that the organization has sufficient expertise, skills, and human resources to implement the project.
· The organization demonstrates that it has a clear understanding of the underlying issue that the project will address.
· The organization demonstrates capacity for successful planning and responsible fiscal management. This includes a financial management system and a bank account. 
· Applicants who have received grant funds previously have been compliant with applicable rules and regulations. 
· Where partners are described, the applicant details each partner’s respective role and provides curriculum vitae (CVs) for persons responsible for the project and financial administration. Proposed personnel, institutional resources, and partners are adequate and appropriate.

· Project Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives – 25 points: The project plan is well developed, with sufficient detail about how activities will be carried out. The proposal specifies target audiences, participant recruitment, and geographic areas of implementation. The proposal outlines clear, achievable objectives. The proposal includes a reasonable implementation timeline. The project scope is appropriate and clearly defined.
· A media or amplification plan (if appropriate) that shows how the organization will use social or traditional media or otherwise increase the number of people who gain exposure to the issue and knowledge of the activities beyond the core participants.

· Budget – 10 points: The budget and narrative justification are sufficiently detailed. The budget demonstrates that the organization has devoted time to accurately determine expenses associated with the project instead of providing rough estimates. Costs are reasonable in relation to the proposed activities and anticipated results. The results and proposed outcomes justify the total cost of the project. Budget items are reasonable, allowable, and allocable.  

· Monitoring and Evaluation – 20 points: Applicant demonstrates it is able to measure program success against key indicators and provides milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the proposal. The organization has clearly articulated how it will assess and measure its own performance throughout the project implementation phase using concrete quantitative and qualitative assessment tools.

· Sustainability – 10 points: The project proposal describes clearly the approach that will be used to ensure maximum sustainability or advancement of project goals after the end of project activity.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]F.   	FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Federal Award Notices
The grant award or cooperative agreement will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient for review and signature by email. The recipient may only start incurring project expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer.

If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State. 

The Federal government is not obligated to make any Federal award as a result of the announcement. Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received. The U.S. government also reserves the right to make an award in excess of the award ceiling.

Administrative and National Policy Requirements
Terms and Conditions: Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  These include: 2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, Certifications and Assurances, and the Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions, all of which are available at:  https://www.state.gov/m/a/ope/index.htm

Reporting
Recipients are required to provide program progress and financial reports according to their Award Specifics. Progress and financial reports are due 30 days after the reporting period. Final certified programmatic and financial reports are due 90 days after the close of the project period. 

All reports are to be submitted electronically. 

Awardees that are deemed to be high risk may be required to submit more extensive and frequent reports until their high risk designation has been removed. 

The Awardee must also provide the Embassy on an annual basis an inventory of all the U.S. government provided equipment using the SF428 form. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]G.  	FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS
If you have any questions about the grant application process, please contact: BishkekProjectProposals.gov 
For questions relating to Grants.gov, please call the Grants.gov Contact Center at 1-800-518-4726.  

To inquire about the process for obtaining a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) contact Donald Hunter at HunterDS@state.gov.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]H.  	OTHER INFORMATION 
Guidelines for Budget Justification
Personnel and Fringe Benefits: Describe the wages, salaries, and benefits of temporary or permanent staff who will be working directly for the applicant on the project, and the percentage of their time that will be spent on the project.

Travel: Estimate the costs of travel and per diem for this project, for both program staff, consultants or speakers, and participants/beneficiaries. If the project involves international travel, include a brief statement of justification for that travel.

Equipment: Describe any machinery, furniture, or other personal property that is required for the project, which has a useful life of more than one year (or a life longer than the duration of the project), and costs at least $5,000 per unit.

Supplies: List and describe all the items and materials, including any computer devices, that are needed for the project. If an item costs more than $5,000 per unit, then put it in the budget under Equipment.

Contractual: Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract with a vendor.  Also describe any sub-awards to non-profit partners that will help carry out the project activities. 

Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs directly associated with the project, which do not fit in the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.

Indirect Costs:  These are costs that cannot be linked directly to the project activities, such as overhead costs needed to help keep the organization operating.  If your organization has a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate (NICRA) and includes NICRA charges in the budget, attach a copy of your latest NICRA. Organizations that have never had a NICRA may request indirect costs of 10% of the modified total direct costs as defined in 2 CFR 200.68.  

“Cost Sharing” refers to contributions from the organization or other entities other than the U.S. Embassy.   It also includes in-kind contributions such as volunteers’ time and donated venues.

Branding Requirements: As a condition of receipt of a grant award, all materials produced pursuant to the award, including training materials, materials for recipients or materials to communicate or promote with foreign audiences a program, event, project, or some other activity under an agreement, including but not limited to invitations to events, press materials, and backdrops, podium signs, etc. must be marked appropriately with the standard, rectangular U.S. flag in a size and prominence equal to (or greater than) any other logo or identity. Note: Exceptions to the branding requirement are allowable under certain conditions. If an applicant is notified that their award has been chosen for funding, the Grants Officer will determine, in consultation with the applicant, if an exception is applicable.

Copyrights and Proprietary Information
If any of the information contained in your application is proprietary, please note in the footer of the appropriate pages that the information is Confidential – Proprietary. Applicants should also note what parts of the application, program, concept, etc. are covered by copyright(s), trademark(s), or any other intellectual property rights and provide copies of the relevant documentation to support these copyrights.
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